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The Progrefs of the Revival at Muthell im Scotland, 
fin:fhid 


N converfing with them, I have folemnly charg’d 
them, to fpeak their Minds freely and truly, and no 
Ways to diffemble theirCafe. And uponk xamination 
I have found them deeply affected wi ith a Si ghe of their 

Joft State and Condition by Nature, trembling under the 
Apprehenfions of divine Wrath, grieving for the 1) fhonour 
they had done toGod by finning againtt hi m, apd particularly 
lamenting over their Sin of Unbelief, in rejeéting a Saviou 
in flighting fo many Gofpel Calls, in ya a r fo much 
Gofpel-Grace. I have found them thirfting after Chrift and 
fame of them exprefingtheirDefires in a molt pafiorat Mar 

ner, wiz That they would give ten Thoufand Worlds for 
an Intereft in him. And al! this with fuch Emotion of Spirit 


and with fuch a Flood of Tears, that often out of Sympathy 


with them I have been oblig’d to fhed ‘Tears t --And th 

a Law-work has been with many of them very | *, yee I 
have found none of them having the leaft ‘Tende: to De 
fpair, all affenting tothe Sufficiency of the Virtue of the 
Redeemer’s Blood to purge away al! their Sins, but 
plaining heavily that they could not apply, cou! 

When I have been cautioning them a 

the Spirit, and ft: fingConvictions "till they had ¢ 

[fue,many have exprefs'd themfclves thus, ** thar t \ 
rather chufe to continue under the prefent Rac! 
awakened Confcicnce totheir Day, than: 

mer Deadnefs Stu: vd fas Inefs of Heart A 


exprefling their Fears with great C ern. le ( 
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tions fhould wear off before they were landed in Chrift, tho’ 
not in fuch ftrong Expreflions. The Cries, of the diftreffed 
lave fome Times been fo high in the Congregation, that 
my Voice has been frequently much drown’d thereby, fo 
that I have been oblig’d to ftop, and defire them to compofe 
themfelves, and ifit was pofflible for them,to make lefsNoife ; 
and fuch Regard have they paid to thefe tenderAdmonitions, 
‘that I have obferv’d them do all they could to fmother and 
bear down the outward Expreflions of theirConcern, the fup- 
prefling whereof I have obferv’d iffue in a fainting away ,tho’ 
little of this has happen’d among us.--- Asto the Iflue of 
their Soul Troubles, an uniform Method has not been: eb- 
ferved by the holy Spirit, fome after long Trouble have had 
their Souls fill’d with Joy and Peace in believing, and that in 
fuch a Meafure that the narrow crazy Veflel could hold no 
more. As to others their Relief has come gradual? like the 
Morning Light growing more and more, "till theirSouls were 
brought into a fweet Calmand Serenity. And all this itha 
fcriptural Way, the Spirit of the Lord carrying home with 
Power fome {criptural Expreflion or fome Gofpel Truth they 
have heard in preaching of the Word. When the Senfe of 
this is afterwards withdrawn, and when the Lord hides his 
Face from them, I have obferv’d them greatly diftrefs’d and 
troubled : and the rather that being Novices in Religion, and 
unacquainted with the Experiences of the Saints, they tho’t 
that their Mountain fhould ftill ftand ftrong in hisLove. And 
generally fpeaking fuch Fruits are appearing in theirLives and 
Converfations, as give good Ground to judge that the Tree 
is made good, wiz. the Heart renewed. Amongft other 
good Effects there is obfervable, a moft tender and moft at- 
tentive hearing of the Word; a vifible Change in their 
Converfation ; a Delight in fpiritual Difcourfe, which they are 
much employed in while coming and going to Church upon 
the fs a ; a thirft after communicating which moft of 
them have done very frequently this Summer ; a Delight 
in Prayer, an obfervable pouring out upon them a Spirit 
of Supplication,fo that I have been filled with wonder to hear 
fome of them pray who I had Re:fon to fufpect wholly ne- 
glected fecret Duty ’till of late, and which is moft fatisfying 
the increafe of our praying Societies. Before this good 
Work began amongft us, we had but two praying Societies, 
and now they are increafed to eighteen, to which many refort 
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both Menand Women. We have fix praying Meetings of 

oung Ones. “One of them meets twice in the Weck in the 
Mans, and now and then I call moft of them to meet there 
where I take fome Pains in exhorting and inftru€ing them. 
} have freovently wifh’d to have had fome, of the Contradic- 
tors and Blafphemers of this Work ftanding with me at the 
back of the Door, to hear thefe dear young Lambs (fome of 
them below twelve Years of Age) pouring out their Souls to 
a Prayer-hearing God, with fuch Fervour, with fuch Copi- 
oufnefs and Propriety of Expreffion, that I have not only been 
fill’d with Wonder, but melted down in ‘Tears to hear 
them. With great Pleafure andSatisfaction I admitted about 


forty of thefe young Ones to the Communion-Table at our 


Sacrament this Summer, which Occafion the Lord fignally 
own’d, There is fomething of the like Work, begun and 
{preading in two neighbouringCongregations Cricfand A Lony- 
ward. --- Upon the whole, fuch Marks and Evidences of a 
real and gracious Work of the Spirit are to be feen in man; 
(fo far as Men can judge) as may abundantly fatisty the un- 
bias’d and unprejudiced: And it’s Matter of Lamentation 
that any from amongft ourfelves (thofe I mean who have fepe- 
rated from this Church) fhould not only oppoft this Work, 
and afcribe the above-mention’d Operations to the Devil, 
and that without being at any Pains to enquire into it and 
judge of it, according to the feriptural Standard, but to lay 
out themfelves to imprefs the worft Thoughts of it that can 
be entertain’d upon the Minds of all they can have anv In- 
fluence on. This I can call by no other Name than a fight- 
ing againft God, a refifting of the Holy Ghoft, and an 
uling the worft of Endeavours to quench the Spirit. I pray 
that-God may not lay this Sin to their Charge, and that their 
kyes may be open’d to fee their Sin and Folly ia Time. 


I am Sir your moft humble, 
and obedient Servant, 


W. o£. 
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The following Extrai, of a Letter from Mr. John 
E:fkine Jate of Edinburgh, and fince Preacher of the 
Gofpel at Kirkintilloch, to @ Gentleman in New- 
England, as it principally relates to Edinburgh, we 
foail fet under the Head 


Of the Revival at Ep1inBurGu. 


September 10. 1743- 


HE Sentiments you exprefs’d at the End of your Letter to 
Mr. ------ , astothe Benefit of Correfpondence with 
thofe in diftantParts, makes me bold to trouble you with this. 
Time at prefent allows me to write but little ; and there are 
many in Scotland whofe Talents and Opportunities render 
them vaftly more fit for tranfmitting the true State of Reli- 
gion amongft us. It is hard to defcribe ina fuitable Manner 
the beautiful Appearance of Things, or to draw the 
Character of the warm lively Chriftians who have been 
lately tranflated from the Power of Darknefs to the Kingdom 
of God’s dear Son. 

Thus much I can fay from an intimate Acquaintance with 
fome of them, for which I defire to blels God.---They know 
the Truth and the Truth has made them free. They have 
feen that Beauty and Glory in Chrift, which has influenc’d 
them to renounce what once they were to Diftra€tion fond 
of. The Lips that formerly uttered nothing but Oaths and 
Imprecations, are now full of the Praifes of the MosT 
Hicu. They fing in the Ways of the Lord ; for great 
is the Glory of the Lord. The Paths of Religion tho’ 
formerly untroden and defpis’d by them, are not now 
wearifom, but eafy and delightful. They now find a 
Joy in praifing God for Mercies, fuperior to what they felt 
before in theEnjoyment of them. They think they’can never 
do enough for him who loved ’em and gave himfelf for them. 
They thus judge, that if ONE died for all, then were all 
dead ; and that he died that thofe that live, might not live to 
themfelves, but to him that died and rofeagain. Thefe Sen- 
timents make their Lives the ftrongeft Teftimony againft the 


Corruptions of the Times. The Principles, Rules and Ends_ 


of their Adtions being quite different from thofe of others ; 
while the Puriuit of Pleafure, Honour, or Profit employs 
others, 
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others, Religion is made by them the Bufinefs of theirLives ; 
and as thofe who are bought with a Price, they glorify God 
with their Bodies and Spirits which are his. 

Some of them have fuffer’d great Reproach for CurisT : 
but at the fame Time have in this been peculiarly happy, that 
the Spirit of God and of Glory has refted on them, and fup- 
ported their Minds under all their Trials. Others of them 
have been groaning under a Body of Sin andDeath, and com- 
plaining of the Hidings of God’s Countenance : But in their 
darkeft Times, the Actings of Faith have appeared ; and 
fomething has fecretly determined them ftill to wait at the 
Pool, and feek to the God who hides himfelf from the Houfe 
of ‘Jacob. Others of them have been favour’d with a more 
conftantSun-fhine : But their bigh Manifeftations have been 
far from pufiing them up: ‘They have been cloathed with 
Humility, and the Ornament of a meek Spirit, which in the 
Sight of God is of great Price : and fo much of Heaven has 
appeared in the whole of their Way, as made it appear they 
were under no Delufion, but had been indeed on the Mount 
with Jesus. : ; 

The moft of what I have faid (fo far asI can learn) takes 
Place in the KinsyTH and CAMBUSLANG*‘Converts : yet 
what I had chiefly inView was, fome inEDINBURGH (whom 
I had frequent Occafion to converfe with) who in the Judg- 
ment of Charity were favingly touched by the Miniftry of 
Mr. Whitefield. 1 fhall only add that fo far from holding 
Men’s Perfons in Veneration, fome of them are greatly fen- 
fible of the Weakneffes and Imprudencies of thofe whomGod 
has honour’d as the Inftruments of their {piritual Good. 

We have Reafon to blefs God, that as yet we have been 
free of thofe Irregularities which you and your Brethren fo 
much complain of.--- 

Tho’ the AWAKNINGs this Year have not been fo fre- 
quent as the /aff ; yet many Inftances even of this Kind have 
occur’d: And in comforting and effablifhing TVork, the Power 
and Glory of God has ftill more remarkably appear’d in his 
San@tuary.--- 
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Extrasts from Mr. Robe’s Chriftian Monthly Hiftory, 
Numb. IL. 


The Progrefs of the Revival at Kilfyth. 


HE Reverend Mr. Edwards of Northampton in New- Eng- 
Jand,in his excellent Treatife concerning the Revival of 
Religion in New-England,laments that there is not with them 
fuch ‘an Iacreafe of the Adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper, 
as there is of the other Means of the external Worthip of 
God ; and againft thisOmiffion he folidly and ftrongly argues, 
The Reader will obferve from the preceeding Number, that 
by the good Hand of our God upon us, there hath been in 
thisCongregation, an Increafe in this blefied Duty, in Propor- 
tion to thelncreafe there hath been in other Duties of outward 
Worthip. It-hath not been known in Scotland, that the 
Lord’s Supper hath been given twice in a Summer, in any 
Country Congregation, before this Revival.---But fo it hath 
been both at Cambuflang and at Kil/ysh, the two laft Sum- 
mers.---What makes it the ftronger Evidence of the Revival 
of Religion, antong the People, is that it proceeded from the 
carneft Defite of the People in this Parifh, and not from any 
previous Motion of the Minifter ; tho’ if it had, he thinks 
he would have been inthe Way of his Duty.---What yet 
further anfwers Mr. Edwards’s juft Recommendation, of fre- 
quent receiving the Lord’s Supper, to the Subjects of this 
Revival, is, that ‘many of them, efpecially thefe who appear 
to have fhared moft'abundantly, in the faving Operations of 
the Holy Spirit, went frequently to other Congregations, 
where theLord’sSupper was given,and received it.-- This was 
very far from beigg the Praétife of the Communicants in this 
Parifh before.---Very few of them received. the Lord’s Sup- 
per, unlefs when it was given in the Congregation. ---~They 
were under a Score, who-ufed to receive it oftner, and even 
with thefe not above once or twice in a Year.---This was 
frequently Jamented, and theEvil of it declared ; but all fuch 
Remonftrances had no Effe&t, like Eli/ha’s Staff, they could 
not give Life to the dead Child.---Now the great Prophet 
himfelf is come in the Power of his Spirit from on High, and 
bleffed be he only for ever for it. Life and Health appears 
now in Numbers, not only of thefe who were evidently dead 
in Trefpafles and Sins, but alfo of former ‘Chriftians, under 
the 
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 Difeafeof fpititual Deadnefs, ‘im theit keen Appetite after 
ths fpritual Feaft.---Many of them have received this holy 
Ordinance often this laft Seafon.---There were above a Score 
who went to Glafgew, at the giving thisSacrament in Other 
laft; where never kitew, in the beft State ever Religion 
was in-here formerly; half a Dozen’ ftom this Place to com- 
municate.---It is not to be omitted, that by all I could ob- 
ferve, ae were fo prudently managed by them, as none 
6f their Families fuffered by their going at greater Diftances, 
and oftner than ordinary, to keep this Feaft to the Lord. 

The Reality of the Work in great Numbers, is evinced in 
the outward? Holinefs of their Lives, tho’ too mary won’f 
make fuch Allowances fot young Converts, as they really do 
for old Profeffors'; and if they do not fee them to be finlefs, 
they can’t allow them to be fincere.---Not only the Seceders, 
and the openly prophane, who were profefled Enemies to 
this bleffed Work ; but fome who madeProfeffion of Friend- 
fhip, and appeared to beChriftians before, have been not only’ 
unreafonably extravagant in their Sentiments, about the fu- 
tute Lives of the Subjeéts of this Work, as to what they’ 
fhould be ; but alfo extremely harfh and uncharjtable in their 
cenfuring them, for the leaft Failure in what they prefump- 
tuoufly preferibed as to their Manner of Practice.---They 
foolifhly expected that Perfons, wh» had been under fuch a 
deep Concern about their finful and loft Eftate, and found it 
fuch a hard and difficult Thing to enter in at the ftrait Gate, 
fhould never afterwards be like to other Perfons as to any 
Part of their outward Appearance.---That they fhould never 
be found in the leaft Sin, either of Omiffion or Commiffion ; 
that they fhould never be feen to laugh or fmile ; that they 
fhould-never either whiftle or fing, be merry or innocently 
facetious ; and in aWord,that they fhould nevet neédAdmo- 
nition, Correétion, Reproof, or anyKind of Cenfure. Thefe 
were the hard Rules, that all thofe who have no favourable 
Eye to thefe Perfons, prefcribed to them, and by which they 
judged of their Perfeverance and Apoftacy. --- By fuch 
Rules as thefe they continue to judge of them to this Day.--- 
Thefe heavy Burthens they bind, and if they could, would 
force them upon the Shoulders of thefe young Converts, but 
yet they themfelves will not touch them with fo much as a 
Finger.--- This hath been greatGound of Vexation to feveral 
of thefe defirable Souls, and made them anxious and uncertain 


how 
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how to fpeak or carry: But they begin to get over it, and 
to contemn fuch an unrighteousProcedure with them.-- 

may warrantably {peak to their afluming Judges in the Words 
of the Apoftle, Rom. ii. 1. Therefore thou art inexcufable, OQ 
Man, whofoever thou art that judgeft ; For wherein thou judge 
another, thou condemneft thy felf 5 for thou that judgefl, doft the 
fame Things. 

As to the general Charaéter of thefe young Converts here, 
they are exactly fuch Chriftians for their ftanding, as, we 
read, others brought unto Jefus Chrift, by fuch fharp Awa- 
kenings and as Convictions were among thefe few, we have 
known in ourown Time. They have the iame or fuch like 
Temptations, Difficulties, Corruptions, and Jofirmities. 
They are to be looked upon, many of them, as Infants and 
Babes in the Chriftian State, in whom the New-Man, and 
Grace in them, are Young, Weak and Tender, and without 
much Experience ; and the Old-Man of Sin and Corruption, 
Strong and Deceitful, altho’ their Convictions and Awaken- 
ings were fharp and fevere, and their Outgate diftinét and 
clear, yet the Strength and Growth of Grace in them, is no 
greater than may be ordinarily expected trom the ordinary 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, accompanying their Diligence 
in the Ufe of Means, for the Time of their Standing. So that 
as to their Growth and Attainments, there is no more than 
might have been expected at any other Period, by the Supply 
of the Spirit of Jefus Chrift, in Chriftians of their Attainments 
in Knowledge, and great Diligence in the Ufe of Means. If 
their Grace and other Attainments, appeared to be far above 
their Pains and Diligence in the Ufe ot Means, it would look 
like Enthufiafm indeed ; but 1 can aflure the whole World 
it is quite otherwife here.--- Tbey ftand in Need of the fame 
Infpedtion and Overfight, upftirring and provoking to Love 
and good Works ; the fame cautious Warnings, Reproots, 
Threatnings, and Encouragements, that former Chriftians 
did.--- One of the principal Differences between them, and 
thefe we were obliged in Charity to look upon as good 
Chriftians before this Revival, is, that thefe had no Cafes of 
Confcience to trouble Minifters with, no Knots, Difficulties 
about their State and Condition, the other are frequently 
exercifed about their State and Condition, their Hearts and 
inward Corruptions, and come to Munilters for Solution, 
Counfel and Direction under them. 

(Ta b¢ gentinued.) 
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